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1. CALL CHARACTERISTICS



LIFE is the European Union's financial instrument dedicated exclusively to the environment, which is structured into four distinct sub-programmes with
separate calls for proposals.

The LIFE programme calls for proposals to provide grants of up to 60% of the project budget, although in specific cases, within the Nature and Biodiversity sub-
programme, the aid intensity can be up to 75%. These must focus on demonstration (not R&D, but post-R&D) activities of various kinds (in descending order of
degree of innovation): pilot projects (application of previously untried technologies), demonstration (adoption of previously untried technologies in a specific
context), best practice and dissemination/awareness-raising.

The LIFE programme is open to the participation of all types of entities, whether public (public administrations, universities, etc.) or private, both for-profit
(companies) or not-for-profit (NGOs). Projects can be individual or cooperative and do not require the participation of foreign entities (although international
collaboration is highly valued).
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2. LIFE 2022 NEWS



NEWS OF THE LIFE PROGRAMME

At organisational level, CINEA is 
the agency in charge of the LIFE 
2021-2027 programme. In addition, 
applications are processed through 
the common portal 'Funding and 
Tenders'.

The sub-programmes of previous editions 
('Nature and Biodiversity', 'Circular 
Economy and Quality of Life', 'Climate 
Change Mitigation and Adaptation') are 
maintained, and a new sub-programme
'Clean Energy Transition' is created.

Projects change nomenclature:
• Standard Action Projects (SAP), formerly 

known as 'traditional projects’.
• Strategic Nature Projects (SNAP) and 

Strategic Integrated Projects (SIP), 
formerly known as 'strategic projects’.

• Other Actions Grants (OAG), which 
includes projects under the new sub-
programme 'Clean Energy Transition'.

The focus of participation is 
broadened from the previous 
programme, including Overseas 
Countries and Territories (Canary 
Islands, Madeira, Azores, 
Martinique, Guyana, etc.) and third 
countries (Iceland confirmed; 
Albania, Turkey, Israel, and 
Ukraine in negotiations). 

The aid intensity changes: 60% for 
SAP projects, with the possibility of 
67% and 75% for projects under the 
'Nature and Biodiversity' sub-
programme. For the new sub-
programme 'Clean Energy 
Transition' the aid amounts to 95%.

The freedom to form consortia is 
maintained in this programme, 
although in the 'Clean Energy 
Transition' sub-programme it is 
necessary, in most cases, to include 
at least 3 partners from 3 countries.

The topics are relatively open 
within different thematic 
priorities, except for the new 
sub-programme 'Clean Energy 
Transition', where specific 
priority lines are defined each 
year.
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3. HOW TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS



Our team of experts in R&D&I and environmental projects has identified 10 keys to increase your chances of participating in the LIFE Programme.
Prepare a successful project by following these 10 steps:

PUTTING THE FOCUS ON "GREEN"

Today's major environmental 
challenges are many and varied. So you 
mustn't forget to focus on the priorities 

set out in the LIFE multiannual work 
programme for 2021-2024

DEMONSTRATE
It is important that you test the 

proposals on a relevant response 
scale, presenting an environment 
with real circumstances, to fully 
validate the concept/technology 

presented. 

MEASURE
Establish a clear baseline, 

define quantified objectives, 
and expected impacts, and 

plan a strategy for 
monitoring KPIs. 

LEGISLATE

Don't forget the legislative 
framework, both environmental and 
non-environmental, that affects the 
problem the project aims to solve. 

Find out about any shortcomings in 
its application and come up with
new ideas to address these errors.

INVOLVE PEOPLE

The partnership encompasses the 
people who work on the project with 

you. Stakeholders are those people who 
will be affected by the actions proposed 
in the project. And finally, the audience 

encompasses the people you want to 
impact and influence to adopt the 

solutions you propose.

APPLY IN POLICY

Provide the regulatory and policy 
recommendations you have 

drawn from your experience with 
the project. The aim is to support 
EC-driven smart regulation at all 

levels (European, national, 
regional, and local).

TRANSFER

The demonstration of your 
project is a showcase to show 

Europe your proposal. It is not 
enough to disseminate the 

results, you must disseminate the 
knowledge acquired and replicate 

the defined solution in other 
sectors, regions and countries.

SUSTAINABILITY

Don't let your work end with 
the end of the LIFE project. 
Define a long-term strategy 
in the proposal and plan the 
exploitation of the results 

beyond the end of the project.

READ

Read the documents, read them 
again; correct them. 

Understanding the call for 
proposals requires a thorough 
knowledge of the multiannual 

LIFE programme, its regulation, 
applications, FAQs and 

correction guides.

WORK

An excellent proposal uses 
clear, simple, logical, and 

precise language. It requires a 
lot of effort in terms of 

concreteness and definition; 
many revisions and 

corrections and, in short, it 
takes a lot of time!

HOW TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS?



4. SUCCESS STORIES



2021 2024

Project funded 55% by LIFE

LIFE NANOHEALTH

DURATION

Project budget: 1.533.563€.
EU LIFE financial contribution: 843.459€.

Construction of an air purifier, the NANOHEALTH 
PURIFIER, for industrial environments, which is intended 
to function under real operating conditions and will make 
it possible to achieve microenvironments with an emission 
reduction efficiency of at least 90% of nanoparticles. The 
NANOHEALTH TOOL will be designed, which will allow 
the selection of a set of corrective measures for these work 
environments to minimise the exposure of people by at 
least 75%.

https://www.itc.uji.es/

IDAEA-CSIC, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, UNIMAT 
Prevención, the companies Urban Air Purifier, Cerámica Saloni
and TMComas; other entities that have provided advice such as 
the Instituto Nacional de Seguridad y Salud en el Trabajo 
(INSST), the Institut Valencià de Seguretat i Salut en el Treball
(INVASSAT) and the European-level cluster NanoSafety.

SUCCESS STORIES | LIFE NANOHELATH

PROJECT NAME

% FUNDING

WEB PAGE

PROJECT

BUDGET

OBJECTIVE
The aim of the project is to improve the occupational 
health of people working in industrial environments who 
are exposed to nanoparticles.

PARTNERS



SUCCESS STORIES | LIFE NANOHELATH

WHICH ARE THE MOST 
IMPORTANT ACTIONS OF 

THE PROJECT?

WHAT IS THE BEST THING 
ABOUT YOUR PARTICIPATION 

IN LIFE?

Once the most suitable programme to 
submit the project application was 

identified, Zabala Innovation and ITC-
AICE, with the support of the rest of the 

project consortium, worked on the 
drafting of the proposal in the LIFE call, 

as well as during the contract 
negotiation phase with the European 

Commission.

During this time we have seen that the 
harmony we have allows us to go 
further in achieving efficient and 

responsible innovation.

Among the different actions of the LIFE 
NANOHEALTH project is the construction 

of an air purifier, the NANOHEALTH 
PURIFIER, for industrial environments, 
which is intended to function under real 

operating conditions and will make it 
possible to achieve microenvironments 

with an efficiency of emission reduction of 
at least 90% of nanoparticles.

In addition, the NANOHEALTH TOOL will 
be designed, which will allow the selection 

of a set of corrective measures for these 
work environments to minimise the 

exposure of people by at least 75%. In 
addition, the NANOHEALTH SERVICE will 

be designed and implemented in seven 
industrial plants to test its efficiency and 

validity.

With more than five decades of research 
behind it, the Institute of Ceramic 

Technology (ITC-AICE) is a centre where 
more than one hundred R&D&I projects 

are carried out every year, focused on 
ceramic applications in building and cities, 
in occupational health and safety, and the 

development of new materials with 
advanced properties.

The circular economy and the 
decarbonisation of the ceramics industry 

are other of its objectives, without 
forgetting the development and 

implementation of the 4.0 strategy in the 
industry. Zabala Innovation's relationship 

with the ITC-AICE dates back to 2018 when 
it began to provide comprehensive advice 

on the detection, development, and 
management of proposals at both European 

and national levels.

DID YOU HAVE 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

IN R&D PROJECTS?



01/07/2016 31/12/2019

BETTER LIFE WITH MgO. New Desulfurization Technology 
for Sox Reduction with Positive Net Environmental Impact 
Based on MgO Reagents.

DURATION

Project budget: 2.333.817 €. 
EU LIFE financial contribution: 1.129.690 €.

The BETTER LIFE WITH MgO project concerns the creation 
of a demonstration plant using a novel desulphurisation
process to reduce the levels of air pollution (sulphur oxides) 
produced by flue gases (84,000 m3/hour).

www.betterlife-withmgo.eu/en/grecian-magnesite
www.grecianmagnesite.com

GRECIAN MAGNESITE is the coordinating (and sole) 
beneficiary. Theofilos Zampetakis, R&D&I Manager at 
Grecian Magnesite S.A., and Haris Yiannoulakis, Research 
Engineer are the project coordinators.

SUCCESS STORIES | BETTER LIFE WITH MgO

PROJECT NAME

WEB PAGE

PROJECT

BUDGET

OBJECTIVE
To demonstrate that a new dry desulphurisation
technology using magnesium oxide (MgO) as an adsorbent
for sulphur oxide (SOx) pollutants is a net positive 
environmental impact solution for industries in the
Magnesite sector.

PARTNERS AND COORDINATORS

http://www.betterlife-withmgo.eu/en/grecian-magnesite
http://www.grecianmagnesite.com/


SUCCESS STORIES | BETTER LIFE WITH MgO

WHERE DID YOU FIND THE 
GREATEST DIFFICULTY? AT 

WHAT STAGE OF THE 
PROCESS?

WHAT IS THE BEST THING 
ABOUT YOUR PARTICIPATION 

IN LIFE?

It has helped us to take a holistic 
approach to environmental protection.

For example, taking into consideration 
the effects on different areas of the 

environment, and promoting a circular 
economy and the application of greener 

practices.

Our project was unique in its technical 
component, focusing on large-scale 

industrial practices.

Therefore, the biggest challenge we faced 
was to define how to design, install, 

optimise and operate a large-scale pilot 
plant in a very short period, while taking 

into account the LIFE specifications, some 
of which were particularly complex, such as 

the call for public tenders.

For example, the issuing of permits would 
have been an insurmountable obstacle if it 
had not been foreseen before the start of 
the project; this allowed us to make the 

necessary preparations to optimise time.

Zabala Innovation's help in the 
preparation of the LIFE proposal was 

essential to getting the project 
approved.

We needed a consultancy with the 
necessary knowledge and experience to 

adapt our vision and our idea to the 
specifications required by LIFE, which 

we did not know and had not dealt with 
before.

HOW/WHY DID YOU DECIDE 
TO SUBMIT YOUR PROJECT 

TO THE LIFE CALL?



5. OUR FIGURES IN THE LIFE PROGRAMME
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* Call for proposals 2018

SUCCESS RATES*
50%

LIFE proposals funded
(2014-2020)

+90M€
return to

customers

12%
of proposals in 

Europe that go to full 
phase in LIFE 2020

14%
of projects 

funded in Spain

OUR FIGURES



WE CONTINUOUSLY UPDATE INFORMATION ABOUT LIFE

We have launched a space dedicated exclusively to the 

LIFE Programme, where you can find the most up-to-date 

content on Europe's flagship environmental programme.

You will find the main features of the Programme and the 

key dates to keep in mind when submitting your project. 

In addition, we have compiled all the content created by 

our expert team about the environment and the projects 

we have been involved in.

Check it out now!

VIEW PAGE

https://www.zabala.eu/life-programme/?utm_source=document&utm_medium=white+book&utm_campaign=life+programme
https://www.zabala.eu/life-programme/?utm_source=document&utm_medium=white+book&utm_campaign=life+programme


Together
#InnovationWorks

www.zabala.eu


